Zimbabwe farmers willing to grow genetically modified cotton 

 BODY: 

 HARARE, Oct. 6 (Xinhua) -- Zimbabwe's small holder farmers have expressed the need to grow genetically modified cotton which

 entails the reduction of costs and pesticides, according to the Zimbabwe Inter Africa News Agency on Sunday. 

 Abisai Mafa, registrar of the Biosafety Board of Zimbabwe, was quoted as saying that small holder farmers were eager to grow

 genetically modified cotton in the country because there are low costs unlike in the conventional crop, which usually suffers attacks

 from ball worms. "By growing genetically modified cotton, farmers will be relieved on pesticides whose costs are now beyond the reach

 of most farmers," he said. 

 Mafa said the genetically modified cotton crop resists attacks from ball worms, which reduces yields and the quality of the crop. 

 South Africa and many other countries have already engaged in genetically modified cotton commercial growing while Zimbabwe has

 temporarily suspended trials due to the unavailability of seeds. 

 The Biosafety Board approves the growing of any genetically modified crop in the country and is also responsible for the conducting of

 trials under supervision.

