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Several authors have honored the life and contributions of
Dr. Turner (Abbott 1973,7987, Downing 1983, Boss 1989,
Weber and Thurman 1991, Anonymous 2000, Buckley 2000,
Mann 2000, Martin 2000, Morse 2003).

ln 2001 a symposium at the second World Congress of
Malacology (Vienna, Austria) was held not only to honor the
past contributions and accomplishments of these two

. outstanding scientists, but also to look to the future. The
following papers in this issue were inspired by this symposium.

An established researcher who knew Drs. Vera Fretter
and Ruth Turner, M. Patricia Morse, started the symposium
with a tribute to their lives and studies. This tribute was
followed by contributions from younger scientists working in
a variety of subdisciplines who have demonstrated the ability
to take the field of molluscan functional morphology into
innovative new directions. Our goal was to focus attention
on the vast potential of the use of molluscs as model systems
in the study of form and function by providing a forum for
putting forward new ideas and proposing directions for
future study. Symposium topics ranged from the feeding
processes of bivalves and gastropods to the mechanical
design ofbyssus, and served as the starting point for a lively
discussion forum. These papers represent some of the diversity
of research objectives and methods in the field today. Our
hopes are that these contributions wil l draw attention to
the study of functional morphology of molluscs and rejuvenate
the field among malacologists.
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